What you need to know when adopting a shelter pet
When adopting a pet from Fayette Friends of Animals, or any other shelter, please remember:  These animals are most often strays rescued off the streets.  While we try our best, we cannot and do not make any guarantee as to the age, breed, health, temperament, or future size of the animal.  

When making your decision to adopt an animal today, keep in mind you should be acting in the animal’s best interest. Can you give this animal 10-15 years of your life?  Do you have time for a new family member?  Can you train a new dog/puppy and apply obedience?  Are you expecting a child to be the primary care giver for the animal (this rarely works!)?  Can you afford the vet bills?  If you are looking at a special needs animal, can you give it the love and care it absolutely requires?  If you rent, can you honestly say you will never move to a place that does not allow pets?  If you said no to any of these questions, then please, for their sake, leave the animal for someone who can answer yes to all of the above.  These animals have already been through enough in their lives.  If you do adopt and cannot keep the animal, Fayette Friends of Animals must be notified and we may take the animal back no later than 30 days from your call.  There are absolutely no refunds.  Your adoption “fee” is a donation.

Emergency Contact:  Should your new pet have any signs of serious illness such as lethargy, diarrhea, vomiting, not urinating or not eating or drinking within the first week of bringing it home it is important that you contact us immediately.  From 7:30 am to 5 pm call the shelter at 724-245-7815; from 5 pm to 10 pm for the above LIFE-THREATENING EMERGENCIES ONLY call 724-245-9717.  If you choose to take the animal to your own vet, FFA will not reimburse any part of your vet bill.  For non-emergency issues such as sneezing, coughing, eye discharge, incision-site discharge and ringworm please contact your veterinarian to set up an appointment.  These issues are common in shelter animals and may emerge after you take ownership of the pet. The care for these issues will be your responsibility.  Remember YOU are helping rescue this animal! 

Health Checks: Your new pet has shared its home with many other dogs and cats.  Your veterinarian must be visited within two weeks with a stool sample to check for worms and other intestinal parasites which are very common but may cause serious health issues if untreated.  This is especially very important with puppies and kittens.  Worming may need to be repeated by your veterinarian.  The cost of the vet visit and any care the vet deems necessary is solely your responsibility; we do not reimburse for medical care.  We spay or neuter and provide beginning shots for our animals, but you will need to provide further shots.  Rabies shots are not given until at least 3 months of age.  Please consult your vet to arrange a vaccination schedule for your pet.  

Feeding:  We primarily feed our animals Purina Puppy, Dog, Kitten and Cat Chow. Changing the animal’s food should be done slowly.  Drastic food changes may cause the animal to have the following symptoms:  diarrhea, vomiting or not eating.  However, change in food is not the only cause of diarrhea and vomiting (see above). 

Time to Adjust:   Your new dog has switched homes and will need a few weeks (sometimes even months) to become comfortable.  Give the dog time to adjust to family and leave alone for a few days when eating and chewing on treats.  It may try to run away and never find its way back to you if left off its leash.  Please purchase an ID tag with your phone number and please register your canine’s microchip.  You will also need, by law, a state license for any dog three months or older.  A dog warden will not return an unlicensed dog to you without fining you substantially.  

Training:  Please avail yourself of the services of a certified dog trainer.  You can also find help with training on the internet.  Please don’t rely on your neighbor’s advice.  Proper training can help prevent animals being returned to the shelter, prevent the animal running into the street and being killed or lost, prevent having your personal belongings ruined, and prevent a human from being harmed by your pet.  It is absolutely essential.
I have read and understand the above information:

Signature ________________________________________  Date: ______________
Contract #_____________

Fayette Friends of Animals

Adoption Questionnaire

Phone:  724-245-7815

Applications must be filled out completely and all information must be true and correct.  If information is found to be falsified, adoption will be denied and applicant will not be eligible to adopt from Fayette Friends of Animals.  Applicant must be 21.
Name/Description of animal that you wish to adopt: 



____________________________

You must provide a carrier for feline adoption and a leash and collar for canine adoption.

How did you hear about this animal:      walk-in       cable tv      website: __________________    newspaper:  ________________   
Name: ________________________________________    Phone: 

____________ Cell: 




Street Address: 



__ P.O. Box: ____ City/State: 
______________Zip Code: 
______

How long have you lived at this address


 Do you intend to move in the next 2 years: 




Married: ____  Single: 
__   Living with someone: ____ Spouses/Partners Name: 



______
Occupation: 


 Partner Occupation: 


 Email Address:





Is this a gift: 

 If so for who: 


 Do you reside in the same residence: 




Drivers License/ID: 



 Expiration Date: 

 Date of Birth: 




*****Must show valid ID*****
Please list 3 different references.  Your personal reference must not be a relative. 

Work Reference: 



 Phone: 


 How long at this job: 




Personal Reference: 



 Phone: 


 Length of time known: 



Nearest Relative not living with you: 





 Phone: 





What is your relationship with the person listed above: 










If you are not employed, please explain how you intend to care financially for the pet that you wish to adopt:
Have you ever owned a pet before:  Cat

 Dog 

 Other 







If not, explain why: 











______

If not, do you have experience with animals? ____________________________________________________________

Have your pets ever required extensive medical care.  If so, what:




_____________
What happened to your last pet: 









_____
How many pets do you currently own:  Cat 

 Dog 

 Other : 





Are your pets up to date on their Canine/Feline Distemper, Feline Leukemia, and Rabies: 


______

If not, why: 














Do you or have you recently had any pets who have tested positive for Feline aids, Feline Leukemia, Distemper, Canine Parvo Virus or Corona Virus: 












Are your current animals Spayed/Neutered: 



 If not why: 






If you own a cat, is it declawed?    _______
Adopting an animal is a big responsibility.  The animal for which you are applying will be totally dependent on you for all of its needs for the rest of its life.  This includes medical care, food, shelter, toys, license and your time and love.  

On an annual basis what do you think an animal’s care will cost?


Explain:  

____________

Who is your current veterinarian



             Phone: 

_____________ ______   

Whose name and number are your veterinary records under: 









Pet’s name(s) this vet sees:  _________________________________________________________________________

Will this pet be seeing the same vet? 


If not, which vet?

Do you:  Own 

 Rent 

 Relatives home 
 Mobile home 

 Live with a friend 


Renters please complete: 
Landlords Name: 


 Phone: 


 

Does your landlord allow pets on the property: 





If renting with another occupant are you both in agreement with this adoption: 





If you were to move where there are no pets allowed what would you do with this animal, please explain: 
_________________________________________________________________________________________

Does anyone in your household have allergies to animals: 

 If so to what: 





Are there any children living in your household: 



 If so ages: 


____

Do you plan to have children in the future? ________________________

Where do you keep your current pets:  Inside _________ Outside ____________ Both_________

Where do you intend to keep this pet:  Inside _________ Outside ____________ Both _________

Where will this animal sleep:  ______________________________________________________

How many hours a day will this animal be left alone: ____________________________________

Will you have time to socialize, train and exercise the animal:  _____________________________

Where will this animal be kept while you are gone:   Inside _________ Outside ____________ Both_________

Do you have a fenced in yard: 



Do you have an outside dog house:  

Have you ever adopted a pet from an animal shelter/Fayette Friends of Animals before:





Have you every given a pet up for adoption before: 
 Why did you give this pet up: 





Where is the pet now: 




___________________________________________________
Are you willing to make a life long commitment to this animal: 






______

If you would die or become hurt/ill, who would take the animal: _____________________________________________

Phone number:  _______________________________ Have you discussed this with them: _______________________

For what reason would you return this animal: 








______
What would you do if this animal has a behavior problem such as biting, chewing, wetting or separation problems?

What would you do if there is difficulty in integrating a new animal in with your existing pets?

If requested are you willing to allow a representative to visit your home:  Yes 
 No 

If no, please explain why:

Fayette Friends of Animals must complete the reference check before proceeding with adoption, including contacting your veterinarian.  FFA reserves the right to check any/all past and present veterinary records.  

By signing this application you release Fayette Friends of Animals from any legal action.  If references cannot be successfully checked, FFA may request to perform a home visit to ensure the safety and well being of the animal that you wish to adopt.  FFA reserves the right to deny an adoption for any reason based upon the best interest of the animal and the shelter’s mission.

I certify that the information on this application is true.  If any information contained on this application is found to be false after the adoption is completed, I permit FFA to remove the adopted animal from my property.  
Signature: 






 Date: 








